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RamSelect

-COIM.All

* Simplify the process of using ASBVs to buy rams

e Commercial sheep producer — 5,000 ewes

* Purchasing a team of rams each year

* Remove complexity and the need to understand
ASBV figures

* Individual breeding objective

 Ranked list of sale rams



RamSelect MORE INFORMATION SALES CATALOGUES CONTACT US SIGN IN

Find the best rams for your flock.

HOW IT WORKS FIND RAMS
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Trait categories for Merino, Maternal and
Terminal breeds

MERINO and Dohne TERMINAL MATERNAL

Wool quality

Fleece weight

Growth Growth Growth
Carcase Carcase Carcase
Weaning percentage Weaning Percentage Weaning Percentage
Parasite resistance Parasite resistance Parasite resistance

Eating Quality Eating Quality

Wool (maternal)
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m wiTH ALL terminal BREEDS ~  ALL STUDS

GROWTH - 55%
MAX
CARCASE - 45%

v

WEANING PERCENTAGE - 6%

EATING QUALITY - 36%
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CLOSE X

GROWTH

Increase early growth rate
while limiting mature size

WEANING WEIGHT - 20%
[l ]

MAX

POST WEANING WEIGHT - 80%
e

NMAX
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ALL terminal BREEDS ~  ALL STUDS

RECOMMENDED RAMS

MORE INFORMATION

ALL SALES

SALES CATALOGUES
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1 MILLSWYN 140228 ' & ¢

ANIMAL ID: 2301132014140228 (SIRE ID: 2301132013130201)




Maoking More From Sheep Api Q . mia "

Keeping Sheep in Good Condition

Assessing livestock

« Know the feed requirements of different
livestock classes

 Be able to condition score

« Know critical minimum condition/fat
scores and times to assess stock
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Maoking More From Sheep At S . mila™

Appropriate Body Condition ??

 Ultimately production is nutrition driven

» Conception and survival to weaning
are heavily dependent on
—ewe body condition and

—meeting the weaner lambs feed needs

(increasing weaning by 10% can increase profit margins
between 13 to 25%)
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Condition Score 1

Backbone

Tha bomes furn a sharp namos
ridge. Each verlabm can be casiy
felt 25 a bona undar tha skin.

Thare s onky 3 very small ey

Shart Ribs
Tha areds of tha short dbs ams

very abviows. K kb aasy to fael the
squarish shaps of tha ands. Using
fingars spread lon apart, ik

n'l.udn.Thnﬁﬂilu quHz thin Bk the fingemall under the skin
[iriual by urealeabl o). with practically ne coverng.
Backbone Short Ribs

The bones form a namow ridge Tha ands af tha short rhs am
but tha poims are oundad with roundad but ik ey to press

muscha. His ey to preas betwacn

aschbore Thare i a reascnabla
& maede Siors condilon- Heal
wethers and lean maat

bartwen tham Lking fingars
spraad 0. 5cre: apart; the ends feel
roundad lke finger ands. Thay ame
oovared with flash but s ey o
prass under and bebwaan them.

Condition Score 4

Backbaone

Tha verlabrac am only dightly

el evated abowa a full ey muscha.
It s possibla 4o feal each ounded
bone but ot ta prees: beriwesn
themi. {Forward stors conditdon
Idaal for mast lamb markrts now.
Mo soocees fadl.

Short Ribs

The end: of shortribs ars well
reurded and filed In with muede
Using 4 Ingan preassad tighd
'bgds:'hu; ﬁpﬂpﬂuitﬁl H!I'H'u
reurd ed ands but ot bebasaen
them. They am well coversed and
Alled In with mscla

Condition Score 5

Backbaone

It s posshbla fo feal mast verlabrae
with pressura. The back bana k a
smooth sighty raisad Adge sbowve
full eye musche and the skin floats
wer I

Short Ribs

It ks only poeaible to fael or senza
ona ar two shortribs and only
posshla 1o press under them with
dificuly. Hiacls lika tha sida of
the paln, whera mayba one end
can pustbe smnsad

Backbone

Tha spina may only be felt (H at all
by pressing down fimmly Eedwacn tha
fat coverad aya muscles. A buss
of fat may appearovartha tall
Iwestaful and ursscancmicl.

Short Ribs
h i wirtualy Inpassbla 1o feel
undar tha ands as the triangla

formed by tha lang rbs and hip
kana h?hdﬂhmmtarl:lfut

Tha shortrb ands canneot be felt




Class of sheep Minimum condition score Target condition score

/Dry ae atjoining \ 25 i ] A
Pregnancy 25 ]
Lactation 2 25t
End of growing season ] 35t
Wethers (minimum feed supply) 2- (winter) 2+
Rams at mating ] Jatd

\Weaners (ool / Better to weigh, but generalw.ﬁ )

Lambs (meat) Assess growth targets to meet market speciications




lifetimewool LTEM 2.2

mord nbe, Detter wool, healthy owes

Ewe condition score at joining and
pregnancy status

~ 100 1
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Ewe condition score at joining

ww ifetimewool.com au




lifetimewool LTEM 2.1

mone lambi, Detter woal, haalthy ewet

Ewe condition score at joining and
number of lambs born
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Lambs born (per 100 ewes)
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Ewe condition score at joining
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The developing lamb:

Primary follicle Secondary follicle Follicle
development development maturation

- > <€

> <
Udder development &
colostrum production

— Placental
Ovulation rate &\) development
conception

Joining 30 60 90 120 Lambing Weaning

Days of pregnancy



28

20

16

12

Energy Requirements
Day O = Lambing
(60kg ewes)

i e e EmEEm

-70 -50 -30 -10 10 30 50 70
—ME Req (Single) —ME Req (Twin)




3 l'O::lLe of W
.Sheep
From
y
‘na Mor
Makc'\g

Practical

and

. unch



INCREASING
LAMB SURVIVAL

MURRAY LONG




CONCEPTION AND SURVIVAL

EFFECT OF A 10% INCREASE

- GROSS MARGIN Y -
+1.8-6.2%  ($/Ha) +3.6 - 12.1%

Source : MLA/AWI report McEachern et al 2008,




NATIONAL AVERAGES

« 40.3 MILLION EWES
« Av 130% CONCEPTION
« 60-90% MARKING RATES

15 FT DEEP

X 45




CAUSES OF LAMB MORTALITY

Moshideaths occur «

within 48 hrs of  >80%

59%
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I SOLUTIONS
“GENETICS %%

“MANAGEMENT e




GENETICS

= BREED/GENES

: ﬂz A Cey *): ~

ASBV ASBV




INCREASING SURVIVAL WITH ASBV's 2

HIGHER GROWTH, MORE MUSCLE and FAT = MORE LAMBS

oerunit; 8% + 6% + 25%

GENETIC FAT IS AN EXCELLENT GENETIC
INSURANCE POLICY...

NOT A SELECTION CRITERIA TO MORE
LAMBS




@7 ®% MORE LAMBS..

X

W) ALIVE TO WEANING
JU Genetic fat protects
. twin born lambs
"80 i + 1 mm YFAT sires
e\i “—==~""~"~"" 1 mm YFAT =5% lambs
o0 -
=
E%O | Higher lamb survival
o from high fat sires in the
(S | Sheep CRC INF
0 - SR YEATsires (genetic corr. +0.34)
O | | | | | | | ] | ] | |

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Lamb birth weight (kg) bred wall fed wal




IN A TOUGH YEAR

2009 - EWES SCANNED WITH 163% LAMBS IN UTERO

SIRES WITH ASBV's LEANER THAN -0.6
757 SURVIVAL

SIRES WITH ASBV'’s FATTER THAN -0.6
87% SURVIVAL




MORE LAMBS SURVIVE
AFTER WEANING

+ 1 mm YFAT sires

1mm YFAT =
4% greater
weaner survival
at 18kg

)
o

0
o
1

Genetic fat reduces
weaner mortality

Weaner survival
(@)) ~
o o
[ | [ |

-1 mm YFAT sires

U
o

5 10 15 20 25 30
Weaning weight (kg) bred wall fed wall




LAMB BIRTH WEIGHT DRIVES SURVIVAL &S

80 E;\r/;gtl)?rtlﬁrcvkiszlg f_‘\ 70% OF
- | // LAMB
:° / SURVIVAL
? DRIVEN BY
% (T;Y/i.nbli?trﬁk\)/\?t 3_77!) LAM B
20 | BIRTHWEIGHT

BII"[h We'ght (kg) bl'ed \\,.,__\” fed \\:_\]]




GENETIC FAT AND BIRTH WEIGHT
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£ 4.5 - High nutrition
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Yearling Fat depth(YFAT) ASBV (mm)
bred wall fed wall




GENETIC FAT

4" CONCEPTION RATES
=]
8" EWE RECOVERY

i FEED EFFICIENCY

= 339993

i LAMB BIRTH WEIGHTS

f LAMB RESILIENCE




LAMB BIRTH WEIGHT

Sire group | Birthwt | Growth PFAT (post | PEMD (eye
(PWWT) |weaning fat) | muscle depth)

Lambplan 0.36 14.2 -0.15 1.4
Non Unknown | Unknown Unknown Unknown
Lambplan

2010 — Dennis & Geoff Hogan Glen
Innes NSW

0.‘
. v
Nk
Sy | Department of _ _
N§jﬂ! Primary Industries Source: Brent McLeod & Ashley White



BIRTH WEIGH - DYSTOCIA?

LAMBPLAN ASBV UNKNOWN

0.36 ?

0.77%  LAMB ASSISTS 2.6%

0.77 ~ EWE DEATHS 2.7%

Department of Source: Brent McLeod & Ashley White
Primary Industries . y Wil

NSW




MANAGEMENT
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TRENDS IN AVERAGE MARKING RATE

Enterprise sector Average marking rate | Average marking rate
(1990-1999) (2000-2009)

Prime lamb specialists New Aver age
o Zealand lamb
Sheep specialists 130% and marki ng
Mixed sheep Increasing percentage
enterprises ~1.5%lyr s ~90% for
Sheep Industry Total How 277 2010-2014

(ABARE Survey data for all sheep regions of Aus)




SCANNING FOR MULTIPLES

SCAN 40 DAYS AFTER RAM REMOVAL
IDENTIFY MULTIPLES AND SEGREGATE
70% FOETUS GROWTH IN LAST TRIMESTER
RULE OF THUMB - TWINS +25%

- TRIPLETS +45%
MULTIPLES NEED HIGH ENERGY
DIFFICULT TO OVERFEED MULTIPLE
BEARERS




CONDITION SCORE

** CONDITION SCORE AT LAMBING IS THE MOST CRITICAL CONSIDERATION **

Moking M‘\Fm Sheep

Higher condition at lambing mia
sl b ITIS NOT A LAST MINUTE
| DECISION
g ] — singletamns To prevent 1 kg wt loss ~ 3 kg
%‘ il e grain
a "] ol To increase 1 kg bodyweight ~ 7
£ %] i kg grain
50 7
ol ' ' ' 10 Kg loss in ewe resulted in 0.8 Kg
: 2 3 . 5 lower Bwi

Ewe condition score at lambing
. -~ ’

10 Kg gain only gave 0.5 Kg gain
in Bwt

Feeding to maintain weight will pay
Feeding to increase weight will not pay




CONDITION SCORE

CONDITION SCORE - NOT BODY
WEIGHT

BIRTH WEIGHT DRIVES LAMB SURVIVAL
CONDITION SCO=2S AFFECTS EWE
MORTALITY
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T SN
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Birthweight (kg)




EWE MORTALITY

Ewe mortality in late pregnancy in = ™"

relation to condition score
10 =

Twin ewes

Ewe mortality (%)

1.5 25 3.5 45
Conditionscore




FLOCK SIZE

Effect of mob size on lamb marking %
100
"
95 \’\Bszicase Study(PIRD)
90 .\
85 2 2 \
80 .\
79 -
y=-0.076x+ 1026
70 | I I T | I 1
50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400
SINGLES MATURE EWES 400
SINGLES MAIDEN EWES 300
MULTIPLES MATURE EWES 200
MULTIPLES MAIDEN EWES 150




SHELTER

SHELTERING CAN REDUCE MORTALITY BY

UP TO 40%
GREATER BENEFIT WITH MULTIPLES IN BAD

WEATHER
LAMBS WITH SHELTER HAVE HIGHER
WEANING WEIGHTS

100

s Merino multiples

80 e Merino singles
Crossbred multiples
——  Crossbred singles

Mortaility (%)

800 900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400
Chill Index (kJ/m#hr)



EFFECT ON SURVIVAL

EFFECT OF SHELTER ON LAMB SURVIVAL AT HAMILTON

Behrendt and Friend (2010)

SURVIVAL WITH SHELTER WITHOUT SHELTER
SINGLE LAMBS 82% /8%
TWIN LAMBS 87% /6%

TRIPLET LAMBS 96% 50%



BENCHMARKS

=90% IN SINGLES

=75-85% IN MULTIPLES




I’'M HAPPY WITH A HEALTHY SINGLE !

Scanning x Twin survival

80%
700000
w 60%
=
N
S 600000 . 50%
a -
£
|
& 500000 40%
400000 - : - -
100% 120% 140% 160%

Scanning %




ONE IS NOT ENOUGH!

40mill

ewes




